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 March 8, 2013 

Dear Lomas Families, 

Your child’s safety at school is our top priority.   Past surveys and your feedback over the past two months continue to 
emphasize the importance of  safe schools to our community. As mentioned in previous correspondence after the incident at Sandy 
Hook in December, we have had proactive security and crisis plans in place for many years.   In the past few months we have been 
reviewing all of  our current procedures and practices, working with law enforcement agencies, and discussing possible additional 
measures to ensure the safest environment for our students and staff. On January 7, 2013, new visitor procedures went into effect at 
all 25 Kyrene Schools. All visitors now enter and exit the school through the front office and provide photo ID during school 
hours.  We appreciate your cooperation with this new process.   

Effective Monday, March 18th, our elementary playgrounds will be closed to visitors in the morning, and at dismissal.   
This practice is currently in place at many schools across the state and is already in place at 11 of  our 19 Kyrene elementar y schools.  

What does this mean at Lomas? 

In the morning:  On Monday morning we will have additional staff  members and Lomas LEADS Students (they are  4 th and 5th 
grade students who provide community service and leadership to our teachers and school) to guide students in primary grades to 
their line and then on to the playground.   Administration will also be posted at the gate to meet students and parents to help with 
this new procedure.  Additional staff  members have also been identified to help outside with supervision and to increase the 
number of  adults that are on the playground. 

In the afternoon: We are still working on our dismissal procedures and how we will change them to comply with the new Safety 
and Security Standards.  Representatives from the district were on our campus Thursday, March 7, 2013 to watch our dismissal 
procedures and provide us with feedback on how best to implement these changes.  I am anticipating that on Thursday, March 
21, 2013 we will begin our new dismissal procedures for the afternoon.   Prior to Thursday, March 21, 2013 we will send 
information through e-mail and hard copy letters with information detailing the new procedures.   During the implementation 
process we will also have additional staff  outside to help with this change in procedures. 

As a district and school we recognize and understand that for many parents the playground has been a place to interact and connect 
with other parents, teachers and students and it may have given you an added sense of  security to stay in close proximity to your 
child before school.   Be assured that additional staff  will be on the playground to assist students with the change in routine. 

Kyrene has a strong reputation for parent involvement and we value the spirit of  community on our campuses.   As a school we 
continue to look at ways opportunities, areas, and events where parents can continue to come together.  If  you have ideas, 
suggestions, and/or concerns please let our front office staff  know so that I can connect with you and get your input and/or 
feedback. 

I welcome suggestions for other ways we can continue to provide a secure, yet welcoming school that values parent involvement.  I 
appreciate your support as we continue to work together to provide the safest possible learning environment for our children and 
staff. 

Thank you, 

Brian Gibson 

              Brian Gibson-Principal            Dr. Patty Hineman-Assistant Principal 
 

 
 


